
 
 

Merrie Garden Residents' Association 

 

Appeal to all residents in the lake area!!! 

 

PLEASE DON'T FEED THE GULLS OR PIGEONS 
 
The Merrie Garden Residents Association is endeavouring to tackle the issue of unwanted Seagulls and 

Pigeons and the nuisance they cause, particularly on the Merrie Garden Estate and areas in close 

proximity. 
We understand that this is affecting other areas in Lake of course being a coastal area. 
 
The noise and mess the Gulls make is fast becoming intolerable for many residents throughout the 

summer months and during the nesting season, meaning that bedroom windows cannot remain open during 

the night, due to the constant noise, when this is the very time that windows need to be kept open during 

hot spells. 

The Gulls have been nesting traditionally on the Spithead Estate roofs thus causing much mess, damage 

and expense, so we liaise with the management to monitor the situation, annually. 

However the gulls are now trying to nest on residential buildings and are causing damage by pecking at 

plastic conservatory roofs and shed felt roof coverings. They also drop mess on cars (which corrodes the 

paint) and on washing (which is wholly undesirable) and windows.   

We would respectfully ask ALL LAKE RESIDENTS NOT to feed the gulls or pigeons at all as numbers 

are increasing at an alarming rate year on year 
We understand that people wish to be kind to the birds but in the case of gulls it is not good for them. It 

makes them aggressive, upsets their digestive system and leads them away from their natural habitats. 
It is kinder for them to forage on the shore for themselves. 
 
It is also likely in the long term to result in local culls to reduce their populations, but this is done under 

licence and is a last resort. 
 
Gull presence will also result in the loss of our small garden birds; the gulls scare them away and also 

attack them. 
Hopefully all locals will concentrate on feeding the small garden and wild birds that need a helping hand to 

keep the numbers up. 
 
THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION 
 
On behalf of the Merrie Gardens Residents Association 
 

 

 


